
 

 
 
RABBI'S NOTES 

I’m writing these notes on April 17th, when, I’m imagining, zillions of Americans are 
scrambling to get their taxes done and in the mail (or whatever the modern equivalent 
may be) before midnight tonight.   
 
I was recently chatting with a rabbi friend who was not raised in this country, and he 
commented that he finds the United States a “cruel country.”  He said, “Americans don’t 
even care about children,” and talked about lousy schools, pervasive guns, lack of 
childcare, and the whole sad litany.  He thinks the American love of individualism 

translates into people being expected to sink or swim on their own, without benefit of any support if they should 
falter.  We went on in this vein for a while, and then the phone cut out.  When I called him back he said, “What 
happened?” And I laughed and said the conversation had gotten so depressing that the phone just decided to 
end it.  He laughed too and said, “There’s your Eicha [Book of Lamentations] for the day.”   
 
You know, it is worth lamenting that our national sense of what is properly due to everyone in the country is so 
minimal that here on the coast we have to go door to door hocking for a parcel tax to keep our hospital open 
(not to mention the benefits we regularly have to throw so someone can afford their treatment in said hospital).   
 
In the Torah service on Shabbat we are reading the book of Leviticus now, which is, among other things, a text 
about the sacred obligation of paying taxes.  The sacrificial system described in such detail is an economic 
system: it requires the people to offer up a percentage of their assets to sustain the widow, the orphan, the 
“stranger who dwells with you.”  It also funds the Temple priesthood: the public officials who run departments, 
take care of municipal tasks, and administer the commonwealth.  In addition to the Levitical offerings, the 
Torah economic system also requires a specific set-
aside of crops and fields for the poor and for periodic 
remission of debts.  It regulates the payment of labor.  It 
regulates trade, mandating that a percentage of one’s 
assets be spent on the national capital.   All this is in 
Torah, even before rabbinic law wades deep into laws of 
fair weights and measures, profit margins, industrial 
emissions, habitable rental housing, and much more.    
 
There are certain extra offerings described in Leviticus 
that might be made at-will by an especially zealous or 
penitent individual, but the fundamental structure of the 
sacrificial system is not voluntary.  It is prescribed, 
required, a mitzvah, a commandment.  It is taxation. 
 
This Torah economic system is very much at odds with a vision of society that makes care for the needs of the 
community voluntary.  It is at odds with a system that says “a thousand points of light” should take care of what 
the government won’t, or that the good people of the local church or synagogue or mosque or sangha should 
take care of the needy if they are moved to do so (and happen to have the resources and the know-how).   
 
And it is so much at odds with a system which says that if you can’t pay your way, and there doesn’t happen to 
be a local point of light to help you out, it is acceptable for you to go hungry; if you can’t afford rent, it is 
acceptable for you to live on a sheet of cardboard on the sidewalk; and if your community can’t or won’t sustain 
a hospital, then it is acceptable for your community not to have one.   
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It is even more at odds with a society which demonizes the poor person, the refugee, the disabled person, or 
the elder and says that they do not deserve a net underneath them, much less a roof over their heads. 
 
The Torah economic system is not purely communistic.  It allows and expects people to work for a living.  It 
allows people to own businesses and make a profit from their enterprises.  It allows people to employ others 
and to set their wages.  But it does so with constraints, and always within a structure that requires the public 
sector to care for those who cannot care for themselves.   
 
Since the second century most Jews have not lived in a country 
governed by Jewish law.  (Even in Israel today civil law is an 
amalgam of Jewish law, English law, and the push-and-pull of 
politics.)  We have lived for millennia in fiefs and duchies and 
states and countries all over the world, some far crueler than the 
United States of today, some much more beneficent.  We have 
always had to face the contrast between a Torah vision of an 
equitable and humane society, which builds in sustenance for its 
needy members, and the social policy of whichever government 
actually sets our taxes and decides what they get spent on.   
 
As one small consequence of living in that contrast, many of us grew up with “Jewish values.”  We were  
taught--and hopefully saw the Jewish adults in our lives modeling--that we are obliged to help the poor and the 
unfortunate.  We grew up learning that we should give tzedaka.  Perhaps we grew up volunteering in a soup 
kitchen or raising money for UNICEF or helping at a summer camp for children with disabilities.  These are 
beautiful, precious Jewish values, but even as we live them and teach them, I think we should remember the 
Torah prescription for the safety net to be built right into the social structure so that it need not be upheld by 
voluntarism.   
 
Even in a society which has a strong safety net for people in times of need, there will always be more that can 
be offered to make life better, kinder, safer and more beautiful.  There will always be reasons to volunteer, and 
it will always be a Jewish value to offer ourselves in this direction.  Like the voluntary offerings of Leviticus, 
there will always be occasions for us to make our own peace or well-being offering, perhaps even a guilt 
offering.  But these should be on top of the expectations that we share in a systematic way the obligation to 
support the poor and needy and stranger in our society. 
 
Some of us also may have grown up with Jewish values that include struggling for social change: we may have 
grown up on the picket line supporting workers’ rights or marching for voting rights or for safe and accessible 
abortions or against nuclear proliferation.  Today, on Tax Day, I want to notice the difference between the 
Jewish value of being a “point of light,” taking up the slack in a cruel society, and the Jewish value of struggling 
to make society as a whole more sustaining and less cruel.   
 
This fundamental difference of vision is very much at issue in our public sphere today.  There are those who 
advocate “making government so small you can drown it in a bathtub.”  And there are others who see it as a 
fundamental expectation--a mitzvah--that we as a society provide amply for people who are old or ill or 
impoverished or victims of violence or without family or simply broken and unable to care for themselves.  In 
the latter vision, it would be a proud obligation to pay our taxes, knowing that they are used to sustain our 
neighbors and, at times, ourselves. 
 
Imagine if it were as joyous and as holy to write a check to the IRS as it once was 
to load up your wagon with a tenth of your grain and a tenth of your meat and a 
tenth of your wine and oil and to process to Jerusalem to offer it up, to see it 
received and blessed by Temple officials and distributed in humility and 
righteousness to sustain a loving and livable society.  Fundamentally, paying our 
taxes should be the same gesture: fulfilling our obligation to offer up from our own 
earnings and holdings in order to sustain our community and world.   
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TIKKUN LEIL SHAVUOT 
It is said that Torah is like mother’s milk; that’s why it is customary to eat dairy treats on 
Shavuot, the festival of the giving of Torah.  We will celebrate the beautiful festival of Shavuot 
with a late night of study, teaching, chant, art-making, prayer and Turkish coffee on Saturday 
night, May 19th.  Members of our community will each teach a passage from Torah (Torah writ-
large, possibly including other holy Jewish texts) that for them is like “mother’s milk.”  We love 
the kabbalists’ custom of studying late into the night, keeping our hearts awake to receive the 
gift of Torah. 

 
We will begin at 8:00 PM with an evening service of silence and chant.  This service will include the opportunity 
to say Yizkor for the people in our lives who have died.  Following this time of prayer we will dive into Torah 
study and contemplation.  As is our custom, we will take time at midnight--that most holy time when the 
heavens are especially open to prayer--for prayers of our hearts.  We will then continue studying a little later 
into the night, finishing at about 2:00 AM with blintzes. 
 
You are most welcome to come for any or all of the night of study.  It is a joy to have friends walk in late in the 
night!  You are also welcome to slip out when your eyes get heavy, or to lie down in the shul and nap while 
others are studying.  Please bring food to share as well if you’d like. 
 
If you have a text you would like to teach, please let Margaret know (mholub@mcn.org or 937-5673).  
Teaching can be passing around the text and asking a few questions for discussion, or any other observations 
you would like to offer.  We have teachers lined up, but there is always room for more beloved Torah.   
 
Finally, we would love to have a few volunteers to arrange the shul up for our night of study, to set the beautiful 
tables and fill the ark with roses.  If you would like to do this mitzvah, please contact Nina at ninabo@mcn.org. 
 

KABBALAT SHABBAT  
We will meet Friday, May 25th in the Irish Beach home of Susan and Gary Levenson-
Palmer.  Please call them at 882-1750 to RSVP and get directions.   
 
Our June 22nd celebration will take place in Fort Bragg at the home of Nina Ravitz 
and Terry Clark.   
  
All gatherings begin at 6:00 PM and include a short service with a vegetarian potluck following.  If you would 
like to host a Friday gathering, contact Mina Cohen at 937-1319 or mcohen@mcn.org.   

 
HESCHEL CLASS 
The group reading Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel meets on the first and third Tuesdays of the month, this 
month on May 1st and 15th, 5:30-7:00 PM at the shul.  Right now we are reading A Passion for Truth, Rabbi 
Heschel’s last book, which explores the relentless path of pursuing truth, sometimes to the exclusion of human 
conviviality and pleasure, that was taught by the eighteenth century Kotzker Rebbe and the philosopher Søren 
Kierkegaard.  Heschel calls the Kotzker “a soul living in dissent,” and says that “had he been alive in the 
1940’s, the Holocaust would not have come as a surprise to his soul.”  Our last meeting will be June 19th. 

 
YOU GOTTA EAT!  

Join us Wednesday night, May 9th for the first annual MCJC DineOut at the 
MacCallum House.  Do good and eat well! 
 
All bar and restaurant profits from that evening will go to MCJC, so we want 
to ensure a very full house.  Dinner is from 5:30-8:30 pm; the bar opens at 
5:00 pm.   
 
Round up your friends, neighbors, and family members and head for 45020 

Albion Street, Mendocino.  To make reservations, please call 937-0289.  

mailto:mholub@mcn.org
mailto:ninabo@mcn.org
mailto:mcohen@mcn.org
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MCJC MEMBERS SPEAK ON CURRENT ISSUES 
“THE GUN IS A SILENCER” Thursday, May 3rd, 3:00 PM at the shul. 

Local psychologist and artist, Lillian Kaufman Cartwright, is giving a paper at the 
international conference WORDS THAT KILL in Paris in May.  Before she goes, she is 
offering us a preview of her presentation.  Using illustrations from African American 
artists--including Kara Walker, David Hammons, Betye Saar, Kehinde Wiley, and Amy 
Serrald--Lillian will explore the concept of “negation” as a form of murder.  We are social 
animals and want recognition and connection, but at the same time we divide people into 
US and THEM at stunning speeds.  By placing other human beings into stereotypic 
categories that obliterate their individual talents and traits, we “kill” them.  We invite you to 
come and participate in discussion following her talk.   
 

The aim of the WORDS THAT KILL conference, organized by the George and Irina Schaeffer Center for the 
Study of Genocide, Human Rights and Conflict Prevention, is to reexamine the questions of hate speech and 
freedom, the production and circulation of lies, and violence-inducing identity rhetoric.   

 
JEWISH WOMEN’S RETREAT 
Our 28th annual Jewish Women’s Retreat will be August 9-12th at River’s Bend in Philo.  Our theme this year is 
“Love your neighbor AS YOURSELF.”  We’ll be exploring what it means to experience ourselves as loved, 
lovable, cherished, worthy of love, even as we try to love others.  This year our retreat falls over Rosh Hodesh 
Elul, the beginning of the month of self-examination that leads up to Rosh Hashana, so we will get to celebrate 
this most wonderful new moon together. 
 
In addition to study and exploration, the retreat always includes a beautiful, spacious Shabbat, other moments 
of prayer and song, a mikveh in the river, great food, much relaxation and fun, and a glorious crowd of women 
with whom to learn and play and pray and swim and explore.   
 
Our indefatigable registrar, Harriet Bye, may have already sent you details and registration information, but if 
not, and if you’d like to sign up or find out more, please contact Harriet at bysawyer@mcn.org or 937-3622.  
Many a year the retreat fills up early (we limit it to 60 women) so sign up as soon as you can. 
 

MCJC JUSTICE GROUP 
The Justice Group will meet on Thursday, May 10th, 5:30-7:30 PM at the shul.  If any of the 
projects below interest you, please join us!  All are welcome to attend. 
 
At the beginning of April, three members of the Justice Group attended an ACLU Training and 
Lobby Day in Sacramento.  They returned with a number of ideas for projects:   Build an ACLU 
chapter on the Mendocino coast.   Monitor the implementation in Mendocino County of the 
California Values Act, also known as SB 54, which established California as a sanctuary state.  

 Implement “Unlock the Vote” to register people in the Mendocino County Jail to vote.   Support SB 10, the 
bail reform bill that limits pre-trial detention and ensures that no one remains in jail because they don’t have 
enough money to make bail.  We will decide at the May meeting which ones we can commit to.   

 
Anne Thomas, the instructor of the Citizen Class offered by the Coastal Adult School in Fort Bragg, emailed 
that, “The three students who had their interviews all passed.  Next they have the oath ceremony in May, and 
that is when they will be sworn in as citizens. Two of them are Justice Group Citizenship Scholarship 
recipients.  After a gap of a few months, we’ll be ready in August or September to cheer on the next group.” 
 
Members of the Justice Group are working with other groups and individuals in the community to help pass 
Measure C, a parcel tax in support of the Mendocino Coast District Hospital.  In order to pass, the tax will need 
67% of the voters from Westport to Elk to vote yes in the election on June 5th.  Funds from the tax will provide 
the hospital with $1.7 million per year that can be spent only on essential services such as a 24/7 emergency 
room and ambulance services, obstetrics, oncology and surgical services, ICU, lab tests and diagnostic 
imaging. 

mailto:bysawyer@mcn.org
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ELDERS’ CONVERSATION 
The conversation continues!  Elders meet first and third Tuesdays of each month, 3:00-5:00 PM at the shul.  
May dates will be the 8th and 22nd.  Topics to be determined.  With the advent of beautiful weather, we might 
want to plan a walk as well, so look for an announcement.  People of all ages are most welcome... 
 

BOOK GROUP 
We will meet May 7th to discuss High Noon: The Hollywood Blacklist and the 
Making of an American Classic by Glenn Frankel.  “High Noon” was shot on a lean 
budget, but it won four Academy Awards in 1953, including a best actor win for Cooper, 
and it became a cultural touchstone, often cited by politicians as a favorite film, 
celebrating moral fortitude. 
 
Yet what has been often overlooked is that High Noon was made during the height of 
the Hollywood blacklist, a time of political inquisition and personal betrayal.  In the 
middle of the film shoot, screenwriter Carl Foreman was forced to testify before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities about his former membership in the 
Communist Party.  Refusing to name names, he was eventually blacklisted and fled the 
United States.  Examined in light of Foreman's testimony, the movie’s emphasis on 
courage and loyalty takes on deeper meaning and importance. 
 
We meet at 2:00 PM; please call Fran Schwartz at 937-1352 for information on location.  The books are 
available at Gallery Bookshop; you receive a 10% discount when you say you are in the MCJC book group.   
 

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING LETTER 
We are about to begin to contact all those whom we have not yet heard from this year.  
PLEASE save us the time, expense and effort by responding today to the appeal for your 
annual contribution to MCJC for 2018.   If you value the community and its programs, please 
help support it. 
 
If you would like to pay at a future date in 2018, let us know and we will send you a reminder 
then.   If you have questions or concerns, please email Donna Montag at Montag@mcn.org  or 
call her at 877-3243, preferably in the early evening.    

 
Thank you to all of those who have responded!   We appreciate your support, at any and every level.  
 

MCJC BOARD MEETING 
The MCJC board meets monthly at 5:30 PM at the shul.  The May meeting will be on Thursday, the 24th.  
If you would like to attend, please leave a message on the phone at the shul, 964-6146.    
 

THANKS TO NEWSLETTER MAILERS 
Ceril Lisbon prepared the March newsletter for mailing.  What a mitzvah!  And just as much fun as needlepoint.  
If you volunteer for a future folding, stamping, and mailing project, you can do it at home, or another spot of 
your choosing, in about two hours.  Contact Sarah at 962-0565 or sarah.nathe@gmail.com. 
 
MEGILLAH SUBSCRIPTIONS 
The Mendocino Megillah is published in two formats: hardcopy and emailed PDF.  You can subscribe to the 
hardcopy version and have it mailed to you, you can subscribe to the email version, or you can receive both.  
Any information on changes in mailing address, changes in email address, and changes in email notifications 
should be sent to Sarah Nathe at sarah.nathe@gmail.com.  If you choose not to be a contributing member of 
MCJC, we request a $25 annual fee for the Megillah hardcopy or email.   
 
You will also find the Megillah posted on the MCJC website at http://www.mcjc.org. 

 
 

mailto:Montag@mcn.org
mailto:sarah.nathe@gmail.com
http://www.mcjc.org/
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GREAT THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING DONORS 
Carolyn Metz; Bonnie Lawlor; Amy Katz; Ellen Saxe & Ronnie Karish;  
Raven & Becky Deerwater; Claire Lobell; Michelle Lucafo; Helen Jacobs;  
Sandy Oppenheimer; Rosalie & Art Holub; Laura Goldman & Dennak Murphy;  
Leslie & Dan Gates; Tara & Stuart Marcus; Dr Jeff Berenson & Mina Cohen;  
Ellen Robin & Michael Katz; Donna Feiner; Bob Evans; Maynard Kaminsky;  
Linda Jupiter; Henrietta Steiniger; Harriet Bye & Larry Sawyer. 
  

In Memory of Mildred Rakofsky, mother of Karen Rakofsky, from Claire Ellis & Chuck Greenberg. 
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE BUILDING 
Pledges and contributions to the Capital Campaign have been received from the 
following: Kenny & Sandra Wortzel; Claire Lobell; Tim & Juliet Anderson; Bob & Julie 
Melendi; Mark & Deena Zarlin; Rosalie & Art Holub; Stuart & Tara Marcus; Laurel Moss;  
Marilyn Rose & James Blackstock; Adina Merenlender & Kerry Heise; Sam Markson. 
 
We have secured $68,300 so we are within reach of our $75,000 goal.  Thank you all!  If 
you haven’t yet donated, or are able to increase your support, please consider doing so 
now.  We are so near our goal—you can help put us over the top. 
 

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERSHIP IN MCJC 
Everyone who lives on the Mendocino Coast, and desires to be a member of MCJC, is one.  The MCJC Board 
has set a goal of having every household become CONTRIBUTING members in 2018.  We have memberships 
at Regular, Limited Income, and Family levels, as well as any level possible for you.  Please mail your 
donations to MCJC, Box 291, Little River, CA 95456, or use PayPal on the MCJC website.   
 

When you contribute in memory or honor of someone, an acknowledgment card will be sent to the individual or 
family.  Please include their name and mailing address.  Contact Donna Montag at montag@mcn.org  

 
EDITORIAL POLICY 
The Mendocino Megillah is published monthly.  The deadline for article submission is the 15th of the month 
before publication.  The editor will include all appropriate material, space permitting, with the exception of 
copyrighted material lacking the permission of the author.  Divergent opinions are welcome.  Material printed in 
the Megillah does not necessarily represent the policy or opinions of the MCJC Board of Directors. 
 
 

 
  Please Support the Underwriters Below  

 

 
Albion Doors and Windows:  1000s of recycled windows, French doors, thermal windows, entry doors, new & used.  
Leaded glass, arches & unique styles.  Liquidation prices at 937-0078 in Albion.  www.knobsession.com 
 
Karen Bowers Studio:  Painting workshops and studio gallery. Website: karenbowersstudio.com   
Email: highpt@mcn.org  Tel: 707 937-3163. 
 

College-Bound Advising:  College search, coaching, and application assistance. Mina Cohen, certified college 

counselor.  Individual consultation and group workshops.  Tel: 937-1319. cbadvising.com 
 
Frankie's Pizza and Ice Cream Parlor:  Homemade pizzas, Cowlick's ice cream, and other yummy things to nosh 
on.  Beer and wine available. Live music weekly; all ages welcome.  Open daily from 11:00 am - 9:00 pm at  
44951 Ukiah Street, Mendocino, 937-2436. www.frankiesmendocino.com 
 
Out of this World:  Telescopes, binoculars, & science toys.  45100 Main Street, Box 1010, Mendocino.  937-3335. 
www.OutofThisWorldShop.com.  Serving all your interplanetary needs since 1988. 

mailto:montag@mcn.org
http://www.knobsession.com/
http://www.knobsession.com/
http://karenbowersstudio.com/
mailto:highpt@mcn.org
http://cbadvising.com/
http://www.frankiesmendocino.com/
http://www.frankiesmendocino.com/
http://www.outofthisworldshop.com/


7 

 

Phoebe Graubard:  Attorney at Law.  Wills, trusts, probate, conservatorships.  594 S. Franklin, Fort Bragg, 95437.  
964-3525. www.phoebelaw.com  Member National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys.  Wheelchair accessible. 
 
Rainsong & Rainsong Shoes:  From head to toe in Mendocino!  Contemporary clothing.  Shoes & accessories for men 
& women.  Two locations: Mendocino and Healdsburg.  937-4165 (clothing), 937-1710 (shoes), 433-8058 (Healdsburg). 
http://www.rainsongshoes.com/ 
 
Raven Deerwater, EA, PhD:  Tax practitioner.  Specializing in families, home-based & small businesses, & non-profit 
organizations.  45121 Ukiah Street, Box 1786, Mendocino.  Tel: 937-1099. Email: raven@taxpractitioner.com  
http://www.taxpractitioner.com 
 
Rhoda Teplow Designs:  Original jewelry created with beads from around the world, specializing in brass from Ghana, 
silver from Israel, and lapis, turquoise and coral from Tibet/Nepal. POB 453, Mendocino CA 95460. Tel: 964-2787. 
Email: rteplow@mcn.org 
 
Silver & Stone:  45050 Main Street, Mendocino.  Contemporary sterling silver & gemstone jewelry for women & men.  
Affordable to indulgent. 11:00-6:00 pm daily.  937-0257. Email: silverandstone@comcast.net 

Web: http://silverandstone.net    

 
Thanksgiving Coffee Co:  Local roasters on the Mendocino Coast for over three decades.  Certified organic, shade 
grown coffee & Fair Trade Coffees.  Box 1918, Fort Bragg, 95437. (800) 462-1999.  www.thanksgivingcoffee.com 

 
Tonk's Tree Service:  Hazardous removals, spurless pruning, arborist reports, stump grinding, 60' aerial lift, view and 
sun improvement. Owner-operated, licensed & insured.  Tatanka Russell, certified arborist WE-9236A, lic. no. 798911. 
964-6209, http://www.tonkstreeservice.com, Email: info@tonkstreeservice.com 
 
(MCJC underwriters increase their businesses’ visibility to over 300 subscribers and improve their presence on 
the web.  $100/year.  Contact Donna Montag  at 877-3243 or montag@mcn.org 
 
 

MCJC Board & Useful Numbers 
 

Rituals and Holidays (including Hevra 
Kadisha/cemetery) 

Joan Katzeff* 964-9161 jkatzeff@mcn.org 

Outreach (new to the community)      Susan Tubbesing* 962-0565 susan.tubbesing@gmail.com 

Culture (films/ speakers/ Women’s 
Retreat) 

Harriet Bye* 937-3622 bysawyer@mcn.org 

Treasurer (finance and donations) Donna Montag* 877-3243  montag@mcn.org 

MCJC Website Mina Cohen 937-1319 mcohen@mcn.org 

Kabbalat Shabbat coordinator Mina Cohen 937-1319 mcohen@mcn.org 

Volunteer Coordinator 
Susan Levenson-
Palmer* 

882-1750 slevensonpalmer@gmail.com 

Building Maintenance Marnie Press* 937-1905 marniepress@gmail.com 

Secretary Raven Deerwater* 964-8333 raven@taxpractitioner.com 

Justice Group Treasurer/Liaison Nancy Harris* 964-4824 nancyh@mcn.org 

Librarian Nina Ravitz*  ninabo@mcn.org 

Book Group/Bikkur Cholim Fran Schwartz  937-1352 franbschwartz@gmail.com 

Megillah Editor Sarah Nathe 962-0565 sarah.nathe@gmail.com 

Name & Address, Subscription Changes Sarah Nathe 962-0565 sarah.nathe@gmail.com 

Rabbi Margaret Holub 937-5673 mholub@mcn.org 

* = board member 
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