
 

 
 
RABBI'S NOTES 

This year the month of March begins with Purim and finishes with Pesach.  That’s a lot 
of territory to cover!  There are some similarities in both occasions (great parties and 
curious pastries to name two).  Both stories begin with a plot to kill the Jews in the 
particular kingdom.  Both hero(ine)s try to get out of saving their people, but both 
eventually get it together and do the job.  Both face off against the enemy of their 
people and are ultimately victorious.  What’s that creepy joke about condensing Jewish 
history?  They tried to kill us.  We survived.  Let’s eat!     
 

But there are important differences between Purim and Pesach too: the King in the Purim story is stupid and 
incompetent.  King Ahashuerus and his evil henchman are stopped in their tracks by a single trick.  The 
Pharaoh, by contrast, is viciously competent; he goes head to head against God with escalating ferocity, ten 
times, nearly annihilating his entire kingdom for the sake of continuing to enslave the Hebrews.  The Purim 
story seemingly arises out of nowhere and, once it concludes, is completely over.  By contrast, the Pesach 
story has its narrative roots way back in the travels of Abraham and Sarah, and its repercussions continue all 
the way to the slaves of the American south, the work of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., the campesinos of 
Nicaragua in the 1970’s, and to challenges faced around the world this very day.   
 
This cold February month I’ve been slowly reading the wonderful social thinker Rebecca Solnit, especially 
savoring her little book Hope in the Dark: Untold Histories, Wild Possibilities.  Solnit wrote her original 
version back in 2003, as the US invasion of Iraq was just being instigated.  It was reissued in 2016, with a new 
forward and afterward, just a minute too soon to address the daunting issues associated with the present 
presidential administration.  In a series of short essays she reflects on the mysteries of causality: what brought 
about the demolition of the Berlin Wall?  That same year (1989) Tiananmen Square erupted in China, and 
Nelson Mandela was freed from prison in South Africa.  Could there be a connection?   Why was the Zapatista 
revolt in Mexico a few years later (1994) so consequential?  “Some of their guns were only gun-shaped chunks 
of wood, as though the Zapatistas were actors in a pageant, not soldiers in a war.  This brilliantly enacted 
pageant caught the hearts and imaginations of Mexican civil society and activists around the world.”  How has 
the diffusely organized “Battle in Seattle” protesting the World Trade 
Organization (I was there!) continued to have ramifications, even after 
9/11 and the War on Terror took over the global agenda?   
 
My favorite line in Hope in the Dark is, “History is like weather, not like 
checkers.”  Solnit speaks of the indirect and unpredictable ways that 
social change happens.  She tells a nice little story about Zhou En-Lai, a 
high official in Chairman Mao’s government.  In the early 1970‘s someone 
asked Zhou what he thought of the French Revolution and he answered, 
“Too soon to tell.”  Solnit allows as he might have been referring to street 
unrest in France a few years earlier, in 1968, but she prefers to think he 
was commenting on 1789!  Either way, she goes on, “to retain a sense that even four years later the verdict 
isn’t in is to live with more open-minded uncertainty than most people now can tolerate.” 
 
Some of you have heard me tell a pertinent little story from my own family.  Sometime around 1970 Mickey’s 
high school girlfriend went to spend a summer in Israel.  On the flight there she was seated next to another 
young woman, a stranger, who was heading to a certain kibbutz to meet up with her fiance and get married.  
The seatmate invited Mickey’s girlfriend to visit her kibbutz.  She did and had a great time there.  The following 
year she and Mickey got married and moved to the same kibbutz.  Some years later they split up.  Mickey met 
another young woman who had been randomly assigned to that same kibbutz, and they later married.  This 
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young woman’s grandmother had property in some mysterious place called Gualala.  After some more years 
Mickey moved with his wife to Gualala.  They had children and raised them there.  Years later they were no 
longer married.  Mickey heard about a Jewish community an hour north, about a Hanukkah party.  There was a 
raffle, a gift certificate for a pie.... And tonight Mickey is in the living room here building a fire, talking to me 
through the door about his 75th birthday this summer, while I am in the next room at my computer looking at a 
framed photo of our youngest grandson as I type this story.   
 
I like to think that all this began because Mickey’s high school girlfriend was randomly assigned a seat on a 
plane.  (And who cancelled a reservation the day before or decided at the last minute to splurge for first class?)  
Had she sat a row ahead or behind, it all could have gone differently.  Neither young woman knew, when she 
sat down in seats 42E and F, or whichever they were, how many lives would be changed by that 
happenstance.  And neither do we know what the outcome of our own acts will be weeks, years, generations 
after we make what appears to be a tiny and insignificant move.     
 
We really don’t know the full consequences of either our smallest or our largest actions.  Given all that 
unknowing, it makes sense to move, when we can, with friendliness, humor, color, creativity, honesty, 
generosity--all those ways of acting that are good in the moment and good in the ways they wander forward 
through the mysteries of causality.  And, according to Rebecca Solnit, it also 
makes sense to carry on with hope:  “Hope just means that another world might 
be possible, not promised, not guaranteed.”  She quotes Vaclav Havel, writing 
from prison: “Hope is not a prognostication.  It is an orientation of the spirit, an 
orientation of the heart.” 
 
Think of Pharaoh’s daughter bathing in the river with her ladies-in-waiting when 
she sees a basket floating by.  Whatever made her lift the basket out of the 
water?   She couldn’t possibly have known the full future of that gesture.  Even 
if she had known that a Hebrew baby lay within the basket, she couldn’t have 
predicted the consequence of saving that particular child.  She acted in 
exuberance, in curiosity, perhaps in tenderness.  There may have been 
desperate Hebrew parents upstream placing their endangered babies in baskets every day and sending then 
down the river.  Perhaps there was a movement among the friends of Pharaoh’s daughter to save these 
refugee babies.  There may have been hundreds of others plucked out of the water about whom we know 
nothing.  Perhaps Pharaoh’s daughter knew what was in the basket because of the reports of other bathers.  
Perhaps it took the gestures of many anonymous Egyptian women saving Hebrew babies to set in motion this 
one rescue which would have consequences flowing forward even to our own day. 
 
We seldom get to know the full consequence of our actions.  Maybe this is a mercy!  But it also deprives us of 
the certainty that any particular act is worthwhile.  So in the meantime we are stuck with little more than “an 
orientation of the heart.”  Passover tells us one such story of consequence, of making our way me-avdut l-herut 
(from slavery to freedom) because a woman by the river pulled a basket out and opened it up, because a man 
grazing sheep stopped to watch a bush burn, because that same man decided to heed the voice that emerged 
from that bush, because an entire population was willing to leave their homes in the night and flee into the 
desert.  No one in the Pesach story knew what was going to happen.  And neither do we.  Happy Passover! 
 

SHUL SEDER 
Passover starts this year on Friday night, March 30th.  The shul seder will be Sunday, 
April 1st, 5:30- 8:30 PM.  This will be a full seder meal and celebration, with songs, 
prayers, stories and teachings.  People of all ages, from the youngest to the oldest, are 
welcome, and there is no charge.  But YOU MUST RSVP to Mina Cohen at 
mcohen@mcn.org or 937-1319.  When you do so, you will be asked to bring a part of the 
seder meal.   
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SAVE THE DATE!  
 

ANNUAL MCJC DINNER & Silent Auction  
 

 Monday, April 9, 2018  

 Ledford House, Albion  

  

Join the fun & help support our Jewish community.     

  
  

6:00 pm:  Delicious appetizers prepared by MCJC’s finest chefs. 
 Wide selection of local wines.  

  
                             7:00 pm:  Dinner  
    

 Spring Greens with a Basil Vinaigrette 

 

Braised Lamb Shank with Root Vegetables & Garlic Aioli 
or 

Corn Crepe Torte with Goat Cheese Peas, Roast Carrot & Chervil 
 

Pavlova with Strawberries & Creme 
 

Both dinner options, salad, and desert are gluten free 
                                                 
       $60 per person  

  

  PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW BY SENDING A CHECK and YOUR DINNER CHOICE TO  

MCJC, BOX 291, LITTLE RIVER, CA 95456   
  

To offer an auction item, please contact Susan Tubbesing at susan.tubbesing@gmail.com   
To Help with Auction set-up or cashiering, please contact Susan.   
   

========================================================================== 
MATZAH BAKE 
For many years folks in the community have gotten together to bake matzah in the wood-fired adobe oven 
behind the Caspar Community Center.  It’s always a fun way to connect with our ancestors as we prepare for 
Pesach.  We plan to do so again this year on Wednesday, March 28th.  We need a fire starter to get the oven lit 
and keep it going for about two hours before we start baking.  If you volunteer for this mitzvah, you can set the 
time for the bakers to arrive.  Please let Margaret know at 937-5673 or mholub@mcn.org if you are up for 
facilitating the matzah bake this year for our community.  Then we’ll tell everyone else the time and details. 
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A NEW SHABBAT MORNING PLEASURE 
The past two months various people from the community have been offering Torah teachings during the 
Shabbat morning service.  They have all been spectacular--moving, learned and surprising.  We will continue 
to have such drashot at many of the Shabbat morning services, increasing our Shabbat pleasure, our love of 
Torah and our knowing of each other.  For example, in the spirit of International Women's Day, Andrea Luna 
will speak on March 10th about ancient spiritual traditions of the Israelite women, and the Female Divinity 
whose presence and symbols persist, though they are concealed.  The service starts at 10:30 AM with 
blessings and much singing.  The Torah service starts at about 11:30 and winds up at about 12:30, followed by 
a simple kiddush and some time to schmooze.  You are welcome to come for any or all of each service. 
 

KABBALAT SHABBAT  
We will meet Friday, March 23rd at Marnie and Ron Press’ house in Mendocino.  To RSVP 
and get directions, please call 937-1905.  In April we will be at the home of Susann Flowers 
and Mike Kim in Fort Bragg. 
 
All gatherings begin at 6:00 PM and include a short service with a vegetarian potluck 
following.  We need hosts starting in the fall--October, November, and December 
(November and December dates can be flexible due to holiday conflicts).  If you would like 

to host a Friday gathering, contact Mina Cohen at 937-1319 or mcohen@mcn.org.   

 
READING HESCHEL TOGETHER 
The group reading and contemplating the works of Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel meets on the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month, 5:30-7:00 PM at the shul.  In March we will meet on the 6th and 20th to discuss The 
Sabbath.  It’s not too late to get in on the fun.   
 

READ HEBREW IN ONE DAY 
“While Standing on One Foot”—a full-day course to learn the basics of reading 
Hebrew--will take place Sunday, March 18th from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Breakfast 
will be served and we’ll make it a potluck vegetarian lunch.  The cost for this class 
will be $36; checks should be made payable to MCJC and mailed to P.O. Box 291, 
Little River, CA 95456.  Since a textbook has to be prepared, you must RSVP for 
this class by Sunday, March 11th.  
 
Even if you told Mina you were interested, you must confirm that you are planning to attend.  She can be 
reached at mcohen@mcn.org or 937-1319.  
 

ELDERS’ CONVERSATION 
The Elders’ Conversation meets every second and fourth Tuesday of the month.  In March that will be the 13th 
and 27th.   With the return of Daylight Savings Time, we will be meeting from 3:00-5:00 PM at the shul.  Topics 
to be determined.  People of all ages are most welcome. 
 

IN PURSUIT OF JUSTICE 

The MCJC Justice Group meets every second Thursday of the month, in March on the 8th, 
from 5:30-7:30 PM at the shul.  When the date gets closer, those on the Justice Group  
email list will get an agenda; if you’d like to be on the list and aren’t already, please let 
Margaret know at mholub@mcn.org or 937-5673. 
 
Citizen Scholarship Project News 
Anne Thomas, the instructor of the Citizen Class offered by the Coastal Adult School in 
Fort Bragg, has put out a request for tutors to work with her students on a regular weekly 

basis.  Private tutoring by interested individuals, in addition to weekly classes with Anne, will help the students 
with their proficiency in English and with the material they need to know to pass the citizenship exam.  If you 
would like to tutor a student, please contact Anne at athomas@mcn.org. 
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The Blog 
With all the revelations about Russian interference in the 2016 election and the ongoing attacks by Russian 
bots that are sabotaging and undermining our democratic processes, an educated and informed public is 
necessary for our nation to remain strong.  If you haven’t done so yet, we invite you to go to the Justice Group 
website--mcjcjusticegroup.com--and explore the information there.  Editor Ruby Gold created the blog as a 
resource for all of us.  
 
International Women’s Day on the Coast  
Mark your calendars for the International Women’s Day Celebration and Dance Party–Sheroes Get a Groove 
on and Dance for Rights!–on Saturday, March 10th from 6:30-9:30 PM at Town Hall on the corner of Main and 
Laurel streets in Fort Bragg.  People of all ages, genders, and abilities are most welcome.  This event is 
organized by a group that likes to dance, with support from members and friends of the MCJC Justice Group, 
the Mobilize Mendo Huddle, and the Women’s March.  The event will include information tables from local 
advocacy organizations.  For more information, to volunteer, or for questions about inclusion and accessibility, 
please contact tenayamr@gmail.com.  Admission is by donation.  Proceeds will be donated to local 
organizations working to empower women.  
 

BOOK GROUP 
We will meet Monday March 19th to discuss Cathleen Schine’s novel, They May Not Mean 
to But They Do.  The Bergman clan has always stuck together, growing as it incorporated 
in-laws, ex-in-laws, and same-sex spouses.  But families don’t just grow, they grow old, 
and the clan’s matriarch, Joy, is not slipping into old age with the quiet grace her children, 
Molly and Daniel, would have wished.  When Joy’s beloved husband dies, Molly and Daniel 
have no shortage of solutions for their mother’s loneliness and despair, but there is one 
challenge they did not count on: the reappearance of an ardent suitor from Joy’s college 
days.  And they didn’t count on Joy herself, a mother suddenly as willful and rebellious as 
her own kids.  Cathleen Schine’s new novel is an intensely human, profound, and honest 
examination of three generations, all coming of age together. 
 

We meet at 2:00 PM; please call Fran Schwartz at 937-1352 for information on location.  The books are 
available at Gallery Bookshop; you receive a 10% discount when you say you are in the MCJC book group.   
 

MENDO MAVEN 
Adar is the perfect month to watch the new play at Mendocino Theatre Company: Neil Simon's Rumors.  At a 
large, tastefully appointed townhouse, the Deputy Mayor of New York has just shot himself.  Though it is only a 
flesh wound, the three couples invited to help him celebrate his anniversary are about to experience ridiculous 
complications that will have you laughing out loud.  This zany comedy from one of America’s best-loved 
playwrights is directed by Bob Cohen and features our own Raven Deerwater as one of the well-meaning but 
hapless guests.  The play runs from March 1st to April 8th.  Get your tickets at http://mendocinotheatre.tix.com 
 

MCJC BOARD MEETING 
The MCJC board meets monthly at 5:30 PM at the shul.  The March meeting will be on Wednesday, the 7th. 
If you would like to attend, please leave a message on the phone at the shul, 964-6146.    
 
THANKS TO NEWSLETTER MAILERS 
Annie Lee and Rhoda Teplow prepared the February newsletter for mailing.  Such a mitzvah!  If you volunteer  
for a future folding, stamping, and mailing project, you can do it at home, or another spot of your choosing,  
in about two hours.  Contact Sarah at 962-0565 or sarah.nathe@gmail.com. 
 
MEGILLAH SUBSCRIPTIONS 
The Mendocino Megillah is published in two formats: hardcopy and emailed PDF.  You can subscribe to the 
hardcopy version and have it mailed to you, you can subscribe to the email version, or you can receive both.  
Any information on changes in mailing address, changes in email address, and changes in email notifications 
should be sent to Sarah Nathe at sarah.nathe@gmail.com.  If you choose not to be a contributing member of 
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MCJC, we request a $25 annual fee for the Megillah hardcopy or email.  You will also find the Megillah posted 
on the MCJC website at http://www.mcjc.org. 
 

GREAT THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING DONORS 
Nancy Harris; Ronnie James; Cecile Cutler; Laura Goldman & Dennak Murphy; Ann Kantor; 
Art & Rosalie Holub; Jeff Zolitar & Audrey Wells; Marinela Miclea; Jane Corey; Bob Evans; 
Dawn Hofberg & Bob Schlosser; Shelley Martin; Roberta & David Belson; Rena Blauner; 
Bob & Julie Melendi; Helen Sizemore; Clarke Glaskow; Karen Rakofsky; Bonnie Saland; 
Joseph Zicherman & Ginny Roemer; Mildred Rakofsky; Irene Malone; Sandy Glickfeld; 

Susan L Miller; Linda James & Richard Sacks-Wilner; Henrietta Steiniger; Edie Plotinsky & family;  
Rick & Nancy Banker; Dave & Pamela Duncan; Robert Cutler & Jeanette Rasker; Elias Steinbuck;  
Donna & George Montag.  
   
In memory of Jane Marcus by Claire Ellis & Chuck Greenberg; In Memory of Irv Kreisberg, father of  
Deena Zarlin, by Claire Ellis & Chuck Greenberg; In Memory of Henrietta Freedman, Irv Winesuff’s sister,  
by Claire Ellis & Chuck Greenberg. 
 
Sally Welty in honor of her new granddaughter, Baylee Rose Welty; Rachel Binah in honor of  
Eleanor & Sydney Kellner. 
 

A CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE BUILDING 
Pledges and contributions to the Capital Campaign have been received from the following: 
Mike Kim & Susann Flowers; Art & Rosalie Holub; Nancy Harris; Donna & Geroge Montag. 
 
We have secured $52,755 so we are getting closer to our $75,000 goal.  Thank you all! 
If you haven’t yet donated, or are able to increase your support, please consider doing so. 
 

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERSHIP IN MCJC 
Everyone who lives on the Mendocino Coast, and desires to be a member of MCJC, is one.  The MCJC Board 
has set a goal of having every household become CONTRIBUTING members in 2018.  We have memberships 
at Regular, Limited Income, and Family levels, as well as any level possible for you.  Please mail your 
donations to MCJC, Box 291, Little River, CA 95456, or use PayPal on the MCJC website.   
 

When you contribute in memory or honor of someone, an acknowledgment card will be sent to the individual or 
family.  Please include their name and mailing address.  Contact Donna Montag at montag@mcn.org  

 
EDITORIAL POLICY 
The Mendocino Megillah is published monthly.  The deadline for article submission is the 15th of the month 
before publication.  The editor will include all appropriate material, space permitting, with the exception of 
copyrighted material lacking the permission of the author.  Divergent opinions are welcome.  Material printed in 
the Megillah does not necessarily represent the policy or opinions of the MCJC Board of Directors. 

 
  
   Please Support the Underwriters Below    
 

 
Albion Doors and Windows:  1000s of recycled windows, French doors, thermal windows, entry doors, new & used.  
Leaded glass, arches & unique styles.  Liquidation prices at 937-0078 in Albion.  www.knobsession.com 
 
Karen Bowers Studio:  Painting workshops and studio gallery. Website: karenbowersstudio.com   
Email: highpt@mcn.org  Tel: 707 937-3163. 
 

College-Bound Advising:  College search, coaching, and application assistance. Mina Cohen, certified college 

counselor.  Individual consultation and group workshops.  Tel: 937-1319. cbadvising.com 

http://www.mcjc.org/
mailto:montag@mcn.org
http://www.knobsession.com/
http://www.knobsession.com/
http://karenbowersstudio.com/
mailto:highpt@mcn.org
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Frankie's Pizza and Ice Cream Parlor:  Homemade pizzas, Cowlick's ice cream, and other yummy things to nosh 
on.  Beer and wine available. Live music weekly; all ages welcome.  Open daily from 11:00 am - 9:00 pm at  
44951 Ukiah Street, Mendocino, 937-2436. www.frankiesmendocino.com 
 
Out of this World:  Telescopes, binoculars, & science toys.  45100 Main Street, Box 1010, Mendocino.  937-3335. 
www.OutofThisWorldShop.com.  Serving all your interplanetary needs since 1988. 
 
Phoebe Graubard:  Attorney at Law.  Wills, trusts, probate, conservatorships.  594 S. Franklin, Fort Bragg, 95437.  
964-3525. www.phoebelaw.com  Member National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys.  Wheelchair accessible. 
 
Rainsong & Rainsong Shoes:  From head to toe in Mendocino!  Contemporary clothing.  Shoes & accessories for men 
& women.  Two locations: Mendocino and Healdsburg.  937-4165 (clothing), 937-1710 (shoes), 433-8058 (Healdsburg). 
http://www.rainsongshoes.com/ 
 
Raven Deerwater, EA, PhD:  Tax practitioner.  Specializing in families, home-based & small businesses, & non-profit 
organizations.  45121 Ukiah Street, Box 1786, Mendocino.  Tel: 937-1099. Email: raven@taxpractitioner.com  
http://www.taxpractitioner.com 
 
Rhoda Teplow Designs:  Original jewelry created with beads from around the world, specializing in brass from Ghana, 
silver from Israel, and lapis, turquoise and coral from Tibet/Nepal. POB 453, Mendocino CA 95460. Tel: 964-2787. 
Email: rteplow@mcn.org 
 
Silver & Stone:  45050 Main Street, Mendocino.  Contemporary sterling silver & gemstone jewelry for women & men.  
Affordable to indulgent. 11:00-6:00 pm daily.  937-0257. Email: silverandstone@comcast.net 

Web: http://silverandstone.net    

 
Thanksgiving Coffee Co:  Local roasters on the Mendocino Coast for over three decades.  Certified organic, shade 
grown coffee & Fair Trade Coffees.  Box 1918, Fort Bragg, 95437. (800) 462-1999.  www.thanksgivingcoffee.com 

 
Tonk's Tree Service:  Hazardous removals, spurless pruning, arborist reports, stump grinding, 60' aerial lift, view and 
sun improvement. Owner-operated, licensed & insured.  Tatanka Russell, certified arborist WE-9236A, lic. no. 798911. 
964-6209, http://www.tonkstreeservice.com, Email: info@tonkstreeservice.com 
 
(MCJC underwriters increase their businesses’ visibility to over 300 subscribers and improve their presence on 
the web.  $100/year.  Contact Donna Montag  at 877-3243 or montag@mcn.org 
 
 

MCJC Board & Useful Numbers 
Rituals and Holidays (including Hevra 
Kadisha/cemetery) 

Joan Katzeff* 964-9161 jkatzeff@mcn.org 

Outreach (new to the community)      Susan Tubbesing* 962-0565 susan.tubbesing@gmail.com 

Culture (films/ speakers/ Women’s 
Retreat) 

Harriet Bye* 937-3622 bysawyer@mcn.org 

Treasurer (finance and donations) Donna Montag* 877-3243  montag@mcn.org 

MCJC Website Mina Cohen 937-1319 mcohen@mcn.org 

Kabbalat Shabbat coordinator Mina Cohen 937-1319 mcohen@mcn.org 

Volunteer Coordinator 
Susan Levenson-
Palmer* 

882-1750 slevensonpalmer@gmail.com 

Building Maintenance Marnie Press* 937-1905 marniepress@gmail.com 

Secretary Raven Deerwater* 964-8333 raven@taxpractitioner.com 

Justice Group Treasurer Nancy Harris* 964-4824 nancyh@mcn.org 

Librarian Nina Ravitz*  ninabo@mcn.org 

Book Group/Bikkur Cholim Fran Schwartz  937-1352 franbschwartz@gmail.com 

Megillah Editor Sarah Nathe 962-0565 sarah.nathe@gmail.com 

Name & Address, Subscription Changes Sarah Nathe 962-0565 sarah.nathe@gmail.com 

Rabbi Margaret Holub 937-5673 mholub@mcn.org 

* = board member 
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